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Happy Fall!  
  
So much to share with everyone in this issue: parties, dog play and even 
more training and behavior information heading your way. 
  
...And if you missed the first herding event you are in luck as we have 
added another session.  
    
Thank you for your continued interest in keeping your dog as KissAble as 
possible. 
    

Kiss Your Canine,   
     Lisa Tudor, CPDT  

  
            KissAble Canine, LLC  

 571-312-1940 � 

Customer Appreciation Party!  
  

A big THANK YOU to you!  
  
Come join the fun, bring your pup and celebrate the Fall.  We are 
celebrating our wonderful clients, whether you are a current client, past 
client, or always-wanted-to-be-a client...bring yourself and bring a friend! 
  
Look forward to: 

- Human and canine refreshments 

- Doggy Games 

- Exclusive shopping hours just for you with discounts on pet items 
(excluding food) 

- Meet Loyalty Pet Care owner, Terry Haas, who will also be celebrating 
her clients. 
  
Date: November 12, 2009 
Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Location : PetMAC Arlington (822 North Kenmore Street, Arlington, VA 
22201) 
  

  
When does dog play stop being play?  

  
As a dog owner, it's important to be fluent in your dog's body language 
and play style. 
  
Often with my clients I will bring my own dog to the training session to 
observe and discuss how their dog is responding to the dog-dog greeting 
and play.  This is to give the owners more information on the level of 
arousal that is appropriate for their dog. 
  
During the interaction, I look at the tail, the body, the face, and the 
behaviors given before, during and after the greeting.  In general, I am 
looking for a dog that is confident in play but doesn't take it too seriously. 
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Need a Holiday Gift Idea? 
 
Gift Certificates  
  
Yes, its already time to think about what to get that special 
someone. 
  
Gift Certificates are available in any increment and can be used 
for in-home training, behavior modification and phone 
consultations.  
  
Call us today for details    571-312-1940  571-312-1940  or  
email trainer@kissablecanine.com. 
  

 

Canine Body Language 
 
A Lucky Dog Animal Rescue Fundraiser  
  
Meet KissAble Canine certified trainer and owner, Lisa Tudor, at 
this fun seminar on Communicating with Your Dog. 
  
Date: October 15, 2009 
Time:  7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Location:  Fur-Get Me Not Daycare (4140 S Four Mile Run Dr, 
Arlington, VA 22206) 
  
  
More info: www.kissablecanine.com/workshops 
  



The question I hear the most is, "Is 
that play OK?" 
  
When in play dogs may look and 
sound fairly 'aggressive.'  I say this in 
loose terms since play gestures in 
dogs often mimic a sequence of 
fighting behaviors.  This includes 
showing teeth, lunging at the neck, 

barking, chasing, etc.  However, play gestures are not fighting gestures 
because your dog or the dog they are playing with can self-interrupt; 
stops the play for a moment or two.  This is the biggest difference. 
  
A play sequence may look like this: 
  
Dog 1 lunges at Dog 2 showing an open mouth full of teeth, goes right 
for the ankles and tries to pull Dog 2 to the ground.  Dog 2 spins around 
and places its open mouth directly on Dog 1's head.  They stumble over 
each other, when suddenly Dog 2 stops to sniff a weed, looks away from 
Dog 1, then just as quickly as he looked away, he returns to Dog 1 with a 
bark. Play continues... 
  
In that sequence, Dog 2 interrupted the play by sniffing and looking 
away.  If you aren't looking at the dogs playing, you will miss it. This level 
of play is healthy and should be encouraged. 
  
Now let’s change the scene: 
Dog 1 lunges at Dog 2 showing an open mouth full of teeth, goes right 
for the ankles and tries to pull Dog 2 to the ground.  Dog 2 spins around 
and places its open mouth directly on Dog 1's head.  They stumble over 
each other, when Dog 2 punches his mouth towards the neck of Dog 1.  
Dog 1 goes to sniff a weed, but Dog 2 continues to throw his weight on 
top of Dog 1, Dog 1 crouches to the ground while Dog 2 continues to 
stay on top nipping at his neck fur.  
  
In this sequence, Dog 1 tried to interrupt the play by doing something not 
associated with Dog 2 (sniffing the weed).  Dog 2 ignored and continued 
playing by posturing on top of Dog 1. With this level of play I would watch 
it closely as Dog 2's arousal level is increasing WHILE he has the 
advantage in play.  Feel free to interrupt this play style by separating the 
dogs for a break or redirecting to another activity/toy. 
  
"Let'em play, they're dogs!"  
  
Now, I am not recommending that you turn into a nervous mess because 
you saw your dog on the bottom of a play pile.  I want you to think about 
a few things when your dog is playing with another dog: 
  
1 - Is the owner present and actively watching the dog?  This means the 
owner is not texting, chatting on the phone or updating their Facebook 
account. 
  
2 - Does one of the dogs look uncomfortable, nervous and not able to 
get away? Please interrupt this play by redirecting the dog that doesn't 
give up.  Do not hold back the nervous dog. 
  
3 - Are you hesitant to let your dog continue playing?  Please go with 
your gut.  Interrupt the play session or find another playmate.  I rather 
that the dog AND the owner are comfortable with the play session.   
  
Still not sure if your dog's play is healthy; seek a professional with 
experience in animal behavior. 
  
Checkout KissAble Canine's YouTube Channel for examples of dog 
behavior.   
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http://www.youtube.com/user/KissAbleCanine 
  
Have a video you would like to share?  Email us at 
info@kissablecanine.com 
   

KissAble Canine Workshop Series   
  
In partnership with the Animal Welfare League of Arlington, we are 
offering a series of workshops for all you dog 
enthusiasts! 
  
We have the following three workshops 
scheduled. Details and registration are here: 
Registration 

 
The Lonely Dog: A look at Separation Anxiety 
in Dogs    
  
Have you ever arrived home to find your dog has destroyed the room, 
gone to the bathroom and in a panting, anxious state.  In this workshop 
we will take a look at separation disorders in dogs: what is it?  how do I 
know if my dog has it? and what to do about it!    
  
Buddy Search: How to Find the Right Dog for You!    
  
The Buddy Search workshop is for those humans looking to add four 
furry legs to their family.  
  
KissAble Puppy Intensive: A Crash Course in Puppy R earing 
Essentials   
Bring yourself and your puppy to spend a part of your morning with us 
as we break down the critical components of puppy rearing. 
 
For more details go to our website, www.kissablecanine.com/workshops 
  
Have a workshop request?  We would love to hear about it. Email 
trainer@kissablecanine.com 
  
  

Adventures in Herding  
  
In partnership with Keepstone Farm in Berryville, Virginia, KissAble 
Canine is bringing the canines out for HERDING.   
  
This is not just for the collies or shepherds.  In fact, we encourage you 
to bring your spaniel, terrier or other mixed up mutts.Your dog has a 
chance to test their primal instincts.  
  
Champion herder and herding judge, Susan Rhodes, will give you 
amazing insight into the natural tendencies of your dog to herd her 
sheep.  She will also demonstrate the different types of herding with her 
champion dogs.  To register go to :  
www.kissablecanine.com/adventuredog 
   
"Grace dog gives KissAble's Adventures in Sheep her ding three 
(out of three) paws way up!"  
- Terry with Grace-dog  



Canine Good Citizen  
The next Canine Good Citizen test is October 
18, 2009 at 9am held at 4140 S Four Mile Run 
Dr, Arlington, VA 22206.  
  
The CGC test is a great way to prove your 
dog's ability to be a happy, safe member of the 
community.  There are 10 tests from greetings 
with a stranger to supervised separation.   

  
Think your dog can prove they are a Good Citizen?    
Canine Good Citizen Test Registration 
 

KissAble Clients   
Online Review  
  
We often hear very positive feedback about your training experience 
with KissAble Canine.  We especially like to hear about training 
breakthroughs or moments when your dog just learned something new. 
  
If you had a positive experience and would like to share with the dog-
owning public, please consider writing a brief review for any of the 
online, local business review services or for the KissAble Canine 
website: 
  
Yelp!  : www.yelp.com 
  
Angie's List :  www.angieslist.com   
  
Consumer's Checkbook :  www.checkbook.org/  
  
Website Testimonial:  trainer@kissablecanine.com  
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